
Summer Fun At The Haven,
Then It’s Back To School
Summer was full of fun, with 
loads of “just-being-a-kid” 
activities.  Donors allowed 
our kids to enjoy going to 
Circus Flora, three St. Louis 
Cardinals games, Six Flags, 
MO Botanical Garden, the 
Webster Groves ƀk^phkdl 
display and more.  Summer 
was capped off with a “Back 
To School” Luau theme party 
hosted by staff in the backyard 
at the Haven.  See story on 
page 9. 
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Childhood should be a haven 
where young ones are safe, secure, 
and building the foundation for 
their futures.  Sometimes it’s not 
quite so simple, and that’s where 
Our Little Haven can help. 

Early intervention just makes 
sense.  If you love children as we 
do, and believe in their futures, 
please join with us as we build 
a community where all children 
are cherished.

Our Little Haven is an indepen-
]^gm* 3./Ş\'1 ghg+ikhƀm Z`^g\r 
caring for children since 1993.  

        Fall 2008                                                            Creating a community where children are cherished.      	
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Welcome to New Directors

MO State Tax 
Credits Available 
Any corporation, shareholder/part-
ner in an S Corp, limited liability 
company or partnership, or a self-
employed individual may be eligible 
for a 55% MO  State Tax Credit for 
any contribution greater than $2,000.  
=k^]bml Zk^ ZoZbeZ[e^ hg Z ƀklm+\hf^* 
ƀklm+l^ko^ [Zlbl ngmbe hnk Zeehmf^gm 
is distributed.  For more info, please 
call Mike Bahlinger at  (314) 533-2229 
x225

A big topic of conversation in St. Louis is 
the sale of Anheuser-Busch to InBev. 
The Anheuser Busch Companies 
have been one of our most dedicated 
funders since our inception.  This sale 
creates opportunities for individuals to 
fZd^ lb`gbƀ\Zgm \aZkbmZ[e^ `b_ml,
<^g^ƀml Zg ;+< MaZk^ahe]^k GZr 
Achieve with a Pre-Sale Gift of 
Stock:
     • Donors are entitled to a substantial 
charitable income tax deduction based 
on the full fair-market value of the stock 
on the date of contribution. Any unused 
portion of the deduction can be used in 
_nmnk^ r^Zkl* mrib\Zeer* ma^ g^qm ƀo^,
     • Donors avoid paying capital gains 
taxes because OLH sells the stock.
     • Donors can make gifts at the lowest 
out-of-pocket cost many will ever see.
The stock’s eventual sale proceeds will 
provide care to the young children OLH 
serves—Another planned giving idea is 
to donate a portion of your AB stock 
to OLH to cover your capital gains tax 
on the other liquidated shares. Please 
mZed mh rhnk ƀgZg\bZe Z]oblhk hk \Zee Gbd^ 
(314) 533-2229, x225 to discuss the pos-
sibility of such a contribution.

Note: For this type of contribution 
of stock, time is of the essence to 
avoid possible IRS assignment of 
income and recognition of capital 
gain.  Please consult your tax advi-
sor as soon as possible to deter-
mine the possibility of this type of 
donation to Our Little Haven.

Information On Stock 
Donation Opportunity

Mr. Jim Souers 
     Jim is President of Marcone, 
the #1 product support company in 
the country with locations nationwide 
supplying appliance and heating and air 
conditioning parts, research, price, and 
delivery.  They also have an international 
division serving 117 countries assist-
ing with research for the right parts, 
shipping arrangements, and emergency 
orders.In 1999, Jim Souers was named 
President and COO of Marcone. 
     Jim has an accounting and computer 
science background with a degree from 
the University of Missouri.  He has 
been with Marcone for over 20 years 
and has held responsibilities such as Vice 
President of Corporate Operations, 
Cgo^gmhkr Zg] GZkd^mbg`, B^ aZ] li^gm 
several years creating a technology 
called SwiftLink™, which is a totally 
integrated business software solution 
for the independent service or retail 
business.  Marcone continues to build 
on its reputation as the industry’s most 
innovative and technologically advanced 
company with the introduction of a 
myriad of new products and services to 
the marketplace.
     Jim brings his philosophy of “Good 
people make a Great Company” to 
Our Little Haven and along with his 
excitement and enthusiasm, we are 
grateful for his leadership as he joins our 
Board of Directors.

 Mr. Rick Heinrichs
     Rick, a St. Louis native, is Vice Presi-
dent of RubinBrown Wealth Advi-
sors and has been a friend of Our Little 
Haven for some time now.  Professionally, 
Rick helps with personal & family busi-
g^ll ƀgZg\bZe ieZggbg` Z]]k^llbg` ƀgZg\bZe 
\hg\^kgl bg ma^ \hgm^qm h_ ho^kZee ƀgZg\bZe 
situations.  Rick brings an organized, well-
planned approach that includes identifying 
ƀgZg\bZe `hZel Zg] h[c^\mbo^l Zg] ma^bk 
priorities including education, tax, retire-
ment, estate and risk management, among 
others. RubinBrown is a locally based, 
national accounting and business consult-
bg` ƀkf Zg] aZl [^^g o^kr `^g^khnl mh 
Our Little Haven.  
     Founded in 1952, the RubinBrown 
team has grown to more than 270 highly 
skilled professionals committed to deliver-
ing unsurpassed knowledge to private and 
public companies in specialized market 
l^\mhkl* ghg+ikhƀm Zg] in[eb\ hk`ZgbsZ-
tions and high wealth individuals. Rubin-
Brown is one of the 50 largest account-
bg` ƀkfl bg ma^ O,M, Zg] hg^ h_ ma^ eZk`^lm 
Z\\hngmbg` Zg] [nlbg^ll \hglnembg` ƀkfl 
bg ma^ Gb]p^lm Zg] bl \hglb]^k^] Z e^Z]^k 
in every area of accounting and business 
services.
     Rick, a Rockhurst University gradu-
Zm^* [kbg`l abl ƀgZg\bZe ^qi^kmbl^ Zg] iZl-
sion for the youngest victims of abuse and 
neglect.  Our Little Haven is excited and 
honored to welcome Rick to our Board 
of Regents.

Our Little Haven is excited to announce the addition of two wonderful individu-
als to our leadership rolls.  We are grateful for Mr. Jim Souers joining our Board 
of Directors and thankful for Mr. Rick Heinrichs joining our Board of Regents.  
Please join us as we thank them for sharing their time, experiences and talents with 
us as we continue to endeavor to create a community that cherishes children.
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Event News
“Our Little Hoe Down” 
2008 Dinner Auction

This year’s “Our Little Hoe Down” Annual Dinner 
Auction, held on April 26th at the America’s Center 
Ballroom, was a great success!  Over 360 guests, our biggest 
crowd ever, helped celebrate the Haven’s 15th Anniversary 
pbma ƀ]]e^ Zg] [Zgch fnlb\* Z ahkl^ ]kZpg pZ`hg \hnkm^lr 
of Dierberg’s, delicious hors d’oeuvres and dinner, auctions, 
Z kZ_Ɓ^ Zg] fhk^!  Io^k #73*... pZl kZbl^] mh [^g^ƀm Ink 
Little Haven’s children.

One of the evening’s highlights was the presentation of the 
Dee Berger Award to Dixie & Pete Hummel and Pat 
& George Kloster for their long-standing support of Our 
Little Haven since it was established in 1993.  The Dee Berger 
Award was presented by two graduates of Our Little Haven,  
Ricky Spratley and Porshia Parks (with their permission).  
The Visionary Award for Children was presented to En-
terprise Rent-A-Car _hk ma^bk ^Zker Zg] \hgmbgnbg` ƀgZg\bZe 
support and accepted by David Nestor, Enterprise VP.  

A special thanks to Our Little Hoe Down’s sponsors, including 
Anheuser-Busch, Inc., Emerson Tool Co., 
Environmental Operations, Inc., Bill & Chris New-
bold, Paric Corporation, Packaging Concepts, Inc., 

L to rt.: Co-Chairs Denise Bahlinger, Anne Kelleher and Chris Newbold. 

Baron’s Express, The Boeing 
Company, JanusINTECH, 
Levy Restaurants, ECT, Inc., 
The Missouri Foundation for 
Health, Pulaski Bank, 
Sigma-Aldrich, Thermadyne 
Industries, and the Wal-Mart 
Foundation.  Also, a special 
thanks to Southwest Airlines, 
G’Day Imports, and Mr. & Mrs. 
Jack Muehlenkamp for their 
very generous support.

Our Little Hoe Down was made 

possible by the hard work and commitment of the Dinner 
Auction Committee and Chairwomen, Denise Bahlinger, 
Anne Kelleher and Chris Newbold.  A big thanks to Ed 
Goodman of KEZK for serving as this year’s auctioneer 
Â a^ ]b] Z _Z[nehnl ch[, GZgr maZgdl mh Mary Allison of 
Parties & Props, the Hot Baloney Boys, Dave Gillette 
and Image Technologies, Michael McDeviitt and Nancy 
Tinker, America’s Center Catering and Jerry Adams of 
Levy Restaurants.  A big thanks to Paul Boston and staff 
at Boston-Creative and to Tom Auffenberg of Midtown 
Printing and Greg Stevens of Peace Institute Print-
ing. A special thank you to 
Wendy Hartlieb and Paula 
Anderson for producing the 
Auction Program. In addition, 
we would also like to thank 
the Incarnate Word Girl 
Scout Troops #340 & #936 
_hk lmn_ƀg` ma^ bgobmZmbhgl 
and to Sarah McMillan for 
her help with the powerpoint 
presentation.

L. to rt.: Ricky Spratley and Porshia Parks

David Nestor, OLH Board Member 
and VP Enterprise Rent-A-Car



News
15th Annual Card Party

SLAHU Golf Tournament 
Big Success Again!
The St. Louis Association of Health Underwriters 
(SLAHU) held their annual Golf Tournament July 21st at 
Tapawingo National Golf Course with proceeds once 
again coming to Our Little Haven.  We are so grateful to 
SLAHU for their long-standing support of the Haven with 
this annual tournament.  Thanks to Nick Espiritu, Joan 
Hecker and the entire SLAHU Golf Committee.

Annual NBS Tournament 
This year’s NBS Golf Tournament was held at Mead-
owbrook Country Club and was once again a big suc-
cess.  Guests enjoyed a day of golf, auctions and fun while 
kZblbg` #0.*... _hk ma^ \abe]k^g l^ko^] [r IFB,  NaZgdl 
to organizers Bob Meyer of The Meyer Group, Steve 
Heck of Meritain Health, Jim Souers of Marcone, 
Norm Meyer of BJC, John Irace of Packaging Con-
cepts and John Seiler of Seiler Plastics.  

L. to rt.: Janie Van Doren, Chris Miller, Maureen Barker and 
Patty Vogt from GHP volunteered during the SLAHU golf event..

Our Little Haven Cookbook 
Available for the Holidays~
We’re looking forward to the arrival of a specialty cookbook created by our very own foodie 
Judy Combs. Judy, on staff at the Haven, has dedicated the book to her family and to Our Little 
Haven. Both are celebrating milestone anniversaries this year.  Judy and her husband, Charlie, 
are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary while Our Little Haven is celebrating our 15th 
Zggbo^klZkr,  Na^ \hhd[hhdl pbee [^ ZoZbeZ[e^ Zkhng] Hho, /lm _hk #/3 ^Z\a,  ;ee ikh\^^]l pbee 
]bk^\mer [^g^ƀm ma^ \abe]k^g Zm IFB,  Nh ieZ\^ rhnk \hhd[hhd hk]^k* \hgmZ\m Dn]r Zm Ş1/2' 311+
2229 x285.  A perfect gift for the holidays or anytime!

Over 15 years ago a group of friends, the “Haven Angels”, 
a^e] ma^bk ƀklm =Zk] JZkmr mh [^g^ƀm Ink Fbmme^ BZo^g,  Nabl 
card party event has grown over the years to 250 guests to 
[^\hf^ Zg ZggnZe ^o^gm kZblbg` ho^k #/..*... _hk Ink Fbmme^ 
Haven.  On June 4, 2008 the Haven Angels held their 15th 
Annual Card Party at Chaminade College Preparatory 
School. Nabl r^ZkÄl ^o^gm a^ei^] kZbl^ Zefhlm #/.*...* pa^k^-
over 250 guests enjoyed a day of cards, a delicious lunch and 
kZ_Ɓ^l,  GZgr maZgdl mh Chaminade College Preparatory 
School for donating the space and drinks and to an anony-
mous donor for providing the lunches.  Congratulations to the 
Haven Angels Executive Committee that includes Dixie 
Hummel, Carol Layton, Pat Kloster, Grace Moran, 
Jeanne Redington, Gerry Steinhardt, Lee Steuby and 
Mary Kay Tonsi _hk ƀ_m^^g r^Zkl h_ \hffbmf^gm mh mabl li^-
cial event and to the Haven children.

Nerinx Hall High School Helps 
GZgr maZgdl mh ^o^krhg^ Zm Nerinx Hall High School 
_hk l^e^\mbg` Ink Fbmme^ BZo^g mh k^\^bo^ #/5*... bg ikh-
ceeds from their “Shout” project.  Students raised funds 
through several projects, including the design and sale of a 
special edition sweatshirt that said “We’re savin’ for the 
Haven! - because every child deserves a safe place to 
grow, love and learn.” Thank you for this wonderful sup-
port for Our Little Haven’s children!

Fenton Mayor’s Ball Helps OLH
The Fenton 
Mayor’s Ball 
was held in 
February raising 
#5*... _hk Ink 
Little Haven!  
Thank you for 
selecting Our 
Little Haven.  

L. to rt.:  Mary Eisler, Mayor Dennis Hancock, Dixie and Pete Hummel.
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Haven Club Happenings

Ig @kb]Zr* GZk\a /2 Zm 
the M\aeZƁr NZi Lhhf, 
the annual “Battle of the 
Bands” between the 
E-Rockers of Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car and Pro 
Bonos and the Non-Bill-
ables of Fleischman-Hill-
ard drew a big crowd. rais-
bg`  #2*0..!  ; [b` maZgdl 
to both Bands for their 
dedication for our kids, and 
mh M\aeZƁr NZi Lhhf,

Kelly Mitchell Holds 
Trivia Night for OLH
Our Little Haven would like to thank 
the employees of Kelly Mitchell for a 
_Z[nehnl mkbobZ gb`am ^o^gm a^e] mh [^g^ƀm 
the Haven kids.  The event was held at 
the Kirkwood Community Center on 
@kb]Zr* ;ikbe 03ma Zg] kZbl^] ho^k #5*...!  
Nabl pZl ma^ ƀklm mkbobZ gb`am ahlm^] [r 
Kelly Mitchell and it was truly a fantas-
tic and successful event.  Thanks again 
to everyone at Kelly Mitchell for all 
of your hard work in putting this event 
together.

Special Thanks
Jersey Mike’s
Thanks to Jersey Mike’s and Our Lady 
of Providence for selecting Our Little 
Haven to receive 20% of Jersey Mike’s 
proceeds on July 15th. A special thanks 
to Kim Wolfangel and everyone else at 
Jersey Mike’s.

Frank’s First Alarm          
Frank’s First Alarm held a fundraiser 
for the Haven on August 2nd, raising 
almost a thousand dollars through a 
50/50, a dunking booth, specialty drinks 
and a barbeque.  A special thank you to 
Stephanie Ferguson for organizing this 
event and to everyone at Frank’s First 
Alarm for supporting the Haven!

Last year’s winners Fleischman-
Hillard turns the trophy to 
Enterprise. 

The Haven Club announces the 
election of new co-presidents:  
Megan Brady and Mandy   
Hobson.  Welcome aboard and 
thank you for your service!  Up-
coming Haven Club events in-
clude Harry’s Wine Extravaganza,  
Ghg]Zr M^im^f[^k 07ma* Zg] ma^ 
5K Run For The Kids, Saturday, 
I\mh[^k 03ma,  Nh ƀg] hnm fhk^ 
about the Haven Club, which is 
OLH’s Junior Board organization, 
please visit their website at www.havenclub.org! 

Welcome New Haven Club 
Co-Presidents

M^qş    G   @         ;`^ hg LZ\^ >Zr XXXXXXXXXXXXX

=a^\d hg^ş 3E Lng XXXXXXXX/ Gbe^ @ng Lng-QZed XXXXXXX

Je^Zl^ \aZk`^ mh GZlm^k=Zk]-PCM;->bl\ho^k Ş\bk\e^ hg^'

HZf^ hg =Zk] XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

;\\hngm " XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Expiration date		 3-digit security code

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Signature				    Date

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Signature of parent/guardian if under 18       Date

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Name

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Address

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Phone			   Email

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
City			   State		  Zip
In consideration of this entry, I assume all risk of injury to myself and 
damage or loss of property arising out of my participation and hereby 
release and forever discharge the sponsors and promoters of this event, 
including Our Little Haven, Eckelman and Sebben, Forest Park and their 
respective subsidiaries, agents, subcontractors and volunteers from any 
claims or damages which may arise from my participation in the OLH 
Run for the Kids.  In consideration of my own free will, I for myself, my 
heirs, executors and administers indemnify and hold harmless all of the 
aforementioned sponsors and promoters from liability, claims, demands, 
actions, loss and/or damage arising out of my participation in the Event.  
C `bo^ fr _nee i^kfbllbhg mh Ink Fbmme^ BZo^g* bml Z_ƀebZm^l Zg] lihglhkl 
and promoters to use any photographs, videotapes, audio tapes or other 
recordings of me that are made during the event.

5K Run For OLH Kids  Saturday, Oct. 25, 2008
presented by The Haven Club		     In Forest Park

Ink Fbmme^ BZo^g* J,I, <hq 01./.* Mm, Fhnbl* GI 41/34+1./.

Thank you to Hampton 
Inn - Gateway Arch 
Hotel for “adopting” 
Our Little Haven this 
r^Zk,  Gl, LaShonda 
Harvey, Director of 
Sales and associates are 
conducting ongoing dona-
tion efforts this year. 

Hampton Inn 
Helps

Drummond Riles delivers gifts.

Battle of the Bands Returns!
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Our Little Academy at OLH invites you 
to give a child a chance at school success.   
To learn more about the Little Scholar 
Scholarship Program, please visit our 
website at www.ourlittlehaven.org, or 
telephone Ann at (314) 533-2229, x227.

Program News

  How do we know what we 

are doing is working?   

Scholarship Program
Helps Change Lives 

What is               
Our Little Academy?
Our Little Academy at Our Little Haven 
is a therapeutic preschool open to the 
public.  This program is for children 3-6 
years of age who have emotional and/or 
behavioral challenges.  They are taught 
by Educational Therapists, who are men-
tal health professionals and experienced 

m^Z\a^kl,  Ghlm lmn]^gml Zmm^g] IF; 
until they transition to Kindergarten.  
OLA combines mental health services: 
individual therapy, social skills groups, 
and therapy groups—with all the action 
of a busy preschool day.   

With a 4:1 ratio of children to staff, the 
structure, support and consistency of 
therapeutic preschool allows children to 
mature emotionally and learn the pre- 
academics that will help them be suc-
cessful in their next educational setting. 

  
Preschool Volunteers Needed.

  Preschool is open M-F year round from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm.  
Help is most needed from 8:00 am – 12:30 pm (M-F)

and during after-care from 3:30 –5:00 pm  (M-F)  

• direct childcare (playing with the children, 
supervising on the playground etc.) 

• helping with preschool activities such as 
art projects, music and learning activities, 
• helping to serve and clean-up after lunch.  

Please contact Susan Villasana, Preschool Director, 
at svillasana@ourlittlehaven.org  (314) 533-2229 x222

Esther Smoller photo

Our Little Academy Update                

“Winter walks, summer FLIES!” is a phrase you might hear at Our Little Academy 
Therapeutic Preschool.    In our year-round program children thrive during warm 
weather months.  Whether playing a sport, planting a vegetable garden or cooking 
the harvest, our children are always trying something new.   Taking risks helps build 
social skills and enriches friendships while creating positive feelings about self and 
others.

As autumn arrives, students welcome new friends to preschool, and graduates 
depart.  This year two Academy graduates are going on to kindergarten—one in a 
neighborhood school and one at a Charter school.

C_ rhn dghp h_ Z \abe] pah fb`am [^g^ƀm _khf ma^kZi^nmb\ ik^-
school, or if you would like more information about Our Little 
Academy, please contact Susan Villasana at 314-533-2229 x222 
or svillasana@ourlittlehaven.org

The Preschool staff 
were asked to consider 
the following question in 
their approach to their 
students.  What do we 
do to help children on a 
daily basis at Our Little 
Academy and how do we know what we are doing is working? 

At the preschool, we enroll children who have had disrupted 
family histories, and who have not been successful in traditional 
preschools.  Usually, they have been asked to leave for aggres-
sive behaviors such as hitting, biting and throwing objects at 
others.  Our work combines individual and group therapy, psychiatric services, daily 
therapeutic interventions and activities with the children.  We help strengthen social 
skills and stabilize behaviors by addressing their emotions. We provide routines and 
structure.  This helps children learn to transition between activities and use their 
time productively. We help families learn parenting skills and build positive relation-
ships with their preschoolers.  

We know we are helping when parents report that their children are functioning 
well in their lives at home and in the community.  We see that we are helping when 
our preschoolers come to school eager to learn and interact with their classmates.  
Some days are better than others.  When kids begin to smile, join in an art project, 
ask that a story be read to them, follow the rules and routines without being re-
minded, work a puzzle with a friend, and leave at the end of the day looking forward 
to the next morning, we know that we have helped them learn how to be successful 
at school.
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Childhood should be a haven.	
      

Sometimes it’s not so simple.

Our Little Haven can help.  Psychological and
Counseling Services include:

• Individual & Family Therapy
• Psychiatric Consultation
È <^aZobhk GZgZ`^f^gm MmkZm^`b^l
È Cg_Zgm G^gmZe B^Zema
• Psychological Assessments
• Parenting/Bonding Assessments

     New to St. Louis is our Parent-Child Interaction 
Therapy.  Services are open to the public and 
ƀgZg\bZe ZllblmZg\^ fZr [^ ZoZbeZ[e^,  Je^Zl^ \Zee _hk 
more information or to set up an appointment.  
(314) 533-2229, x275. 

Academy Welcomes 
Washington U
Practicum Student

Our Little Academy is pleased to wel-
come Washington University practi-
cum student Stephanie Lynch who is 
in her second year of the WU George 
Warren Brown School of Social 
Work GMQ ikh`kZf pbma Zg bgm^k-
est in childhood mental health.  Born in 
St. Louis and raised in Texas, Stephanie 
aZl Z <; bg ilr\aheh`r _khf MGO,   ;l 
a practicum student she assists the 
Educational Therapists.   One of her 
main interests is play therapy and she 
bl e^Zkgbg` ƀklm aZg] ahp mabl ZiikhZ\a 
is successful in addressing the needs of 
young children with mental health issues. 
Stephanie will be at the Haven until she 
graduates in December and has become 
a valuable member of the team. 

How Keystone Helps
Kristin Cowart, OLH Assistant Clinical Director and 
Andrea Parker, OLH therapist, addressed the follow-
ing question in relation to the Keystone Psychological and 
Counseling Services impact on clients: What do we do to 
help children on a daily basis and how do we know what we are 
doing is working? “We provide an ear for listening, a heart 
for caring, a mind for thinking, and a mouth for sharing. Children know they are val-
ued by us when they continue to show an interest in seeing us, when they use their 

Keystone Update

words, spend time playing with us, and 
when they grow emotionally, socially, 
and physically.  

Our kids need to know someone is 
on their side.  Our work is like being a 
translator who turns a child’s behavior 
and play into language and feelings. This 
process helps a child become more 
self-aware and helps educate parent(s)/
guardian(s) about what their child is 
feeling and why they behave in certain 
ways. Then we can use this information 
to help facilitate change. 

How do we know this relationship is 
meaningful? The kids tell us through 
play and words. For example a child 
pah bl Zg`kr Zg] ]^ƀZgm _hk Zg ^gmbk^ 
session then spontaneously gives a hug 
after a session or the child who insists 
that their therapist be part of their 
pretend family picture because “you 
are my therapy” or the child who adds 
you to their nightly prayers thanking 
God for your help during weekly ses-
sions. That is the ‘good stuff’ that tells 
us we are making a positive impact in 
children’s lives.”

Clinicians Provide
Head Start Services
Dr. Lizette Smith, Clinical Director 
at Our Little Haven, announced that 
the Haven has renewed a consultation 
relationship with the YWCA Head 
Start Program in St. Louis City for the 
next 2 years.  This agreement allows 
the Head Start staff to invite Our Little 
Haven clinicians to visit children in the 
Head Start program who they have 
b]^gmbƀ^] Zl ihm^gmbZe \Zg]b]Zm^l _hk 
psychological screening and therapy.  
After meeting with the children, the 
Haven clinicians will provide the 
necessary screening to determine a 
diagnosis and if additional therapy ser-
vices are recommended.  The Haven 
clinicians are then able to provide the 
children with the psychological treat-
ment.  The Haven has three clinicians 
on staff who are available to provide 
these services.

L. Stephanie Lynch and Susan Villasana, 
Our Little Academy Director

“Our kids 
need to know 

someone is   
on their side.”
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Make

A Difference:

Host a “Baby 

Change Bottle”!

Classrooms

PSR classes

Lobbies/breakrooms

Reception desks

Your family table!

     We provide the bottles AND 
- we pick up and deliver!   Join 
in---it’s fun and easy, and you help our 
kids.  Please phone Judy at (314) 
533-2229 x285.
     Many thanks to the following 
people and groups who partici-
pated in the Baby Change pro-
gram this spring and summer

•Delmar Gardens                           	
 Early Childhood Center
•Girl Scout Troop #1750 
•Hampton Inn--Lashonda Harvey
•Plumbing Industry Council

•Joel Achtenberg and the 
Washington University Eye Center 
•St. Dominic 
•Betty Sibbing:
•Barbara Stevens

•Vacation Bible 
School

•Stix Early  	   	
 Childhood             	
 Center/Erin Petrie

•The Wilson   	
 School

Kids Helping KidsBaby Change!

Thanks to the children in the 2nd grade 
at St. Justin the 
Martyr Catholic 
School and 
Ellie Kelleher and 
Thomas Larson 
(photo above) for 
organizing a Wish 
List Drive for the 
Haven’s children.  
They collected many 
boxes of supplies for 
the children.

Thanks to John & 
Adam Kuntz for 
asking guests to their 
birthday party to 
bring toys for the 
kids at Our Little 
Haven. (photo below, with their sister)

Noah Matrisotto-Schlaefer’s mom 
asked guests to purchase gifts for Our 
Little Haven in lieu of gifts for Noah’s 
1st birthday.

Glenridge Girls on the Run held a 
Wish List drive for the Haven kids.

Above, The Baalman family and friends 
donated gift cards in lieu of birthday gifts.

Photo (above) of Girl Scout Troop 
#1826 bg =a^lm^kƀ^e],  Na^ `bkel p^gm mh 
corporations, spoke asking for donations, 
and sent fundraising letters.  Through 
their efforts, they purchased mounds 
of wishlist items, a Sony Wii and a 32” 
TV for the children at Our Little Haven.  
Thank you so much!  The kids LOVE it!!  

Mollie McCraw Wright (photo, below), 
a 1st grader 
at Claymont 
Elementary, 
Parkway Dis-
trict, had friends 
bring gifts for 
Our Little Haven 
in lieu of birth-
day gifts at her 
recent birthday.  
Thank you for 
your generosity, 
Gheeb^!  

Thank you to this gener-
ous young man for your 
collection donation!
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Kid’s Page

Thank you for these 
donations for the kids:
Solutia, Inc., Paul Berra and           
Deborah Kruger for inviting the 
Haven to Circus Flora this sum-
mer.  They provided 100 tickets 
for Haven kids, staff and families 
to attend Circus Flora on June 
21st.  Everyone had a wonderful 
time and we really appreciate this 
generous donation from Solutia, 
Inc.

St. Louis SLAM invited the 
Haven kids and staff to a couple of 
their playoff games this summer.  
Thanks to Inge Metcalfe and 
everyone at St. Louis SLAM for 
inviting our kids to this fun event.

The St. Louis Blues for inviting 
our kids and staff to attend several 
hockey games this spring.

The City Museum for inviting 
the kids down for a visit.

CB Richard Ellis for providing 
birthday cakes for all of our kids in 
the Residential Program.

T. Wood Foundation for donat-
ing  St. Louis Cardinals tickets 
for our kids to attend a game this 
summer.

Catholic Charities through Good Shepherd for providing St. Louis Cardinals 
tickets for the kids.

Amber Piel and her family purchased birthday gifts for all of the kids with birth-
days during the month of July.  Thank you for your generosity!

Yoga Classes Bring Fun 
and Build Strength
Thanks to Michaela Turner, yoga 
instructor and previous volunteer, for 
holding a series of four yoga classes for 
the kids this summer.  They really enjoyed 
ma^bk ƀklm bgmkh mh rh`Z Zg] p^ ahi^ mh 
have her back for future sessions! 

We are very grateful to Theresa 
Hb^oZ+PbeeZƁhk^l* G>* J^]bZmkb\ 
Psychiatrist at BJC, who provides 

psychiatric services to Haven 
children in the residential program 
and to preschool students at Our 

Little Academy. 

Annual Six Flags Trip Is A Big Hit!
The Haven kids went on their annual Six Flags trip 
July 21st.  This is always a highlight of the summer; 
they always have a great time and this year was no 
exception.  The kids’ favorite rides were the Log 
Flume, and the roller coaster.  Each child brought 
their allowances and could choose how to spend it on 
either playing video games or buying souvenirs.  They 
enjoyed lunch and treats including  frozen lemonade, 
cotton candy and more!  They loved Hurricane Har-
bor where they swam down the water slides to cool 
off.  The kids will be talking about this trip for a long 
time!

Salad Days            
Our Little Haven children partici-
pated in two gardening projects this 
season: the preschoolers at Our 
Little Academy planted a garden 
under the direction of Sister 
Rosemary DeDentro, with the 
assistance of Mr. Harold Sharp-
mack, OLH volunteer, and Acad-
emy staff---AND---children in the 
Residential Program enjoyed planting 
herb seeds with members  of Levy 
Restaurants/America’s Center 
Great Service Team, includ-
ing Michael McDeviitt, Delisa 
Clark and Chef Matt Walbaum.   
Thank you to America’s Center 
Great Service Team for donating 
your time, and also for donating 
all the pots, potting soil and seeds.  
Our Little Academy has enjoyed the 
picture book about the garden proj-
ect created by Sister Rosemary, and 
they have also enjoyed eating their 
produce in salads all summer long!  

Below, Mr. Harold helped the kids plant dill. 

Above, Ms. Delisa helped the kids plant seeds..

To grant a Special Wish, 
please email development@our-
littlehaven.org or or telephone 
(314) 533-2229, x227.

      Ab_m =^kmbƀ\Zm^l mhş
·	 Fitz’s Restaurant in the Loop
·	 Incredible Pizza 
ž	 H;M=;L Mi^^] JZkd-Mm, Fhnbl Gbeel 
·	 Catch-A-Falling Star Gymnastics

      G^f[^klabil mhş
ž	 =bmr Gnl^nf 
·	 St. Louis Zoo (or Zoo parking )
ž	 Gbllhnkb <hmZgb\Ze AZk]^g
·	 St. Louis Science Center

      Yoga classes underwriting 
                Ş#3. i^k `khni l^llbhg'

Special
Wishes

If anyone or any group 
is interested in help-
ing sponsor the Six 
Flags trip for the kids 
for 2009 we would 
appreciate it!  This 
outing is costly since we 
have to purchase tickets for all of the kids plus an adult to accompany 
each child, plus food and parking.  We are always looking for help in 
covering expenses for this special day for the kids.  Anyone interested 
bg a^eibg`* ie^Zl^ \hgmZ\m GZkr Zm Ş1/2' 311+0007 q004 hk mary@
ourlittlehaven.org.                 
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Help Around The House 
We are so grateful to the many volunteers who donate their time and talents 
to help keep the Haven in great shape!  Thank you to the following:

Holiday                
Adopt-A-Family 

Returns!

America’s Center Great Service Team.  Thank you
to America ‘s 
Center Cater-
ing Great 
Service Team 
for their an-
nual visit to 
the Haven to 
\e^Zg Ɓhp^k 
beds, trim 
bushes and 
plant annuals.  (photo, above)  
Thanks to Michael McDe-
viitt, Senior Sales Man-
ager,  Nancy Tinker, 
Director of Operations 
and Vince Millen, Assis-
tant Director of Opera-
tions for the 10th year of 
this ongoing support.  The 
bulbs planted that day 
were donated from an event at 
America’s Center where OLH was 
the featured charity.  Thank you to Michael McDeviitt, Mi-
chele Stoeppler,   St. Louis CVC National Convention 
Sales Manager and Kitty Ratcliffe, President of the St. 
Louis CVC for their support 
with this project. (photo, above) 

St. Louis University High 
School Alumni & Students 
spent a day sprucing up the 
gardens at the Haven. They 
brought lots of new mulch and 
spread it in all of the garden 
beds. This group helps out every 
year and we really appreciate it. 
The Haven gardens look great!  
Thanks to Jamie Seitz for 
organizing this year’s event. 

Catholic Heart Workcamp 
(photo above)  On July 31st a large group of teenagers attend-
ing the Catholic Heart Workcamp (CHWC) spent the 
day at the Haven working in the grounds. These kids came 
from all over the US to participate in various community 
services projects around St. Louis.  They spent all day at the 
Haven weeding, trimming and sprucing up the gardens!  We 
are so grateful for these dedicated energetic young people 
who dedicated a full day to help us out and hope they will 
return next year!

L. to rt.: Vince Millen, Michele       
Stoeppler and Kathleen Ratcliffe 

Holiday Adopt-A-Family 
Program Returns

The Our Little Haven Family Care Center will hold 
their second annual Adopt-A-Family Program. This 
program was very successful last year so we are mak-
ing it an annual event. 
This program allows 
individuals, companies, 
organizations and families 
to adopt an Our Little 
Haven Family Care Cen-
ter family for the holidays.  
By adopting a family we 
ask that you provide a few new toys, clothing items 
_hk ^Z\a \abe] Zg] `kh\^kr lmhk^ `b_m \^kmbƀ\Zm^l _hk 
the family.  If you are interested in adopting one of our 
families, please contact Sr. Rosemary DeDentro 
at Our Little Haven at (314) 533-2229 x228 or email 
rdedentro@ourlittlehaven.org and she will be 
happy to match you or your group with a family for the 
holidays.  Thank you for your generous support!

Thanks to interns 
at KPMG for 
spending a day at 
the Haven cleaning 
and painting our 
“Link” between 
two buildings 
and for donating 
dozens of Build-
A-Bears to the 
Haven. This intern 
day has become an 
annual event and 
we really appreci-
ate KPMG’s sup-
port! (photo left)

Donnie Bockerstette for 
providing free pest control 
services.
Charlie Combs for many and various painting projects.

We are glad you are 
recuperating so well, 
Mr. Carl!

KPMG Interns
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